JESUS OUR LORD

Text: Hebrews 2:14-15
Heidelberg Catechism LD 13, Q 34
Readings: Hebrews 1 and 2
Theme: Jesus became a man and died to destroy Satan's power and free us from the fear of death.
Purpose:  To help us draw comfort from Christ's death that broke Satan’s power and freed us from the fear of death.


Most of us are afraid of something. Children are often afraid of the dark. Many people are afraid of spiders and other creepy crawly insects.
Psychologists describe these fears as phobias; some phobias are either so common or so strong they have names.
Claustrophobia is a fear of confined spaces while agoraphobia is a fear of open spaces.
Acrophobia is a fear of heights and photophobia is a fear of light and sun.

There is another fear that is not talked about very much - fear of death. 
For a long time almost everyone avoided talking about death. It was one of those taboo subjects, a sure way to kill the flow of a conversation.
In more recent years people have become more open about this and there are even seminars that teach people how to face death and prepare for it and overcome their fears.

Yet for a non-Christian to fear death is a healthy thing. Every person in this world who does not know Jesus should have a horror of the grave. The Bible says that the only way to overcome a fear of death is through faith in Jesus. Jesus came into this world to destroy Satan and to deliver us from the fear of dying. If you believe in Jesus you are no longer under the dominion of Satan and death; rather you can live in the freedom of serving Jesus as Lord. We want to consider this from these words in Hebrews. 

The main theme of this letter is that the new covenant is much better than the old one - it is far superior; and along with that the writer emphasises that Jesus Christ is much greater than all the people and events and symbols of the old covenant. 

In chapter 1 he describes how Jesus is superior to the angels (v 4). In Chapter 2 he explains how God the Father crowned Jesus with glory and honour and put everything under his feet” (v 8) This happened when Jesus ascended to heaven to take his place at God’s right hand. So it is quite right that we should confess, as we do in the Apostle’s Creed, that Jesus is “our Lord”. 

But in order to achieve this victory and this position Jesus had to become a man and suffer and die for his people. 
In order to save us Jesus had to become one of us. Verse 14; “Since we have flesh and blood, he too shared in our humanity.”  
The tense of the word "shared" is an aorist; this indicates that this happened at a point in time; Jesus was born at a particular time and place in history.
The word “shared” means that he identified fully and completely with our situation, becoming like us in every way, except for sin. 
The word "too" is interesting; “he too shared….” It can be translated as "likewise". It has the sense of being the same or equal. Jesus took on a humanity that was identical to ours, except, as we have noted, that he had no sin.

He was God, the second person of the trinity, but he came into this world as a man. 
He had a divine nature, but he also took on a human nature.

The Apostle Paul wrote; Jesus "did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man he humbled himself and became obedient to death - even death on a cross."(Phil 2:6-7)

A man had sinned and so a man had to pay for sin. The only way that sin could be atoned for, or covered, or dealt with thoroughly, was for a man to bear the punishment for sin, for someone else to substitute for us, for another to take the punishment we deserve to bear.

It was the plan of the triune God that Jesus would do that. In verses 16 and 17 we read that Jesus came to help “Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he had to made like his brothers in every way…that he might make atonement for the sins of his people.”

God sent his One and Only Son to do this; “God demonstrates his own love for us in this, while we were still sinners Christ died for us.” (Rom 5:8) And Jesus was willing to do this - to save the people God had chosen. He died in the place of all who believe in him. 

This is what we remember when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. We do that regularly because it recalls the central event of the Christian faith, the heart and core of what a Christian believes – that Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins.

There are two great results or consequences of this death of Jesus.

1. Jesus died so that he might "destroy him who holds the power of death - that is, the devil."

In theology this is called the Christus Victor theme of the atonement; it describes the supreme victory of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The first matter we need to consider here is this phrase, "him who holds the power of death." How should we understand this? How much power does Satan have?

One mistake we can make is to underestimate Satan’s power, to take him lightly. The Apostle Peter warns us against that when he tells us that Satan goes about as a roaring lion seeking someone to devour. We should take him seriously.
But the other, opposite mistake is to overestimate his power. The Bible explains that his authority is limited; his power has definite boundaries; his operations are restricted.

That Satan “holds the power of death” does not mean that Satan has authority over death - that he decides who will die and when. No, the Psalmist knew that God had that power: "My times are in your hands." (Ps 31:15)

Rather this phrase means that death originated with Satan. He helped introduce it into the world when he tempted Adam and Eve.  
He also holds the power of death in the sense that he tempts people to sin, and sin leads to death, and death leads to condemnation and punishment. Death is not just a physical matter, the end of life in these bodies; it is, for the unbeliever, an eternal separation from God, an eternal punishment in hell.

Jesus, however, came to “destroy him who holds the power of death” (v 14b). 
The word destroy does not mean, "annihilate." Satan will not be destroyed in that sense because he will suffer eternal punishment with all his followers.
“Destroy” means is that Satan’s power will be broken, nullified, that he will be ineffective. Satan is powerless to harm those who put their trust in God.

There is a great comfort in this. Sometimes children are scared of Satan. But when we believe in Jesus we don't need to be scared of the devil because Jesus has defeated him and tied him up. This is the picture John gives in in Revelation 20 when he saw an angel coming down from heaven with a great chain. “He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.” (Rev 20:2) Satan is on a chain. His authority is limited.  

John Bunyan pictured this in his great book “Pilgrim’s Progress”. Christian was on his journey and he approached a stately palace called “Beautiful”. But as he entered a narrow passage leading up to the palace he saw two lions in the path. He stopped and thought about going back. But the porter at the palace saw him hesitate and called out to him; “Don’t be afraid of the Lions for they are chained and are placed there for the trial of faith. Stay in the middle of the path and no harm shall come to you.” So Christian went forward between the lions.

This is a picture of the restriction on Satan’s power. He has been chained by the Lord Jesus. It is true, as the writer of Hebrews notes in verse 8, that “at present we do not see everything subject to him”, that is Jesus. 
We have not yet seen the full victory of our Lord, but we know that on the cross and in his resurrection Jesus broke the power of evil. 

That was the turning point in the in the battle, just as the D-Day invasion of Normandy in June 1944 was the turning point in World War 2. There was still another year of fighting in that war, but the outcome was certain – the allies would win and Nazi Germany would be defeated. 

So too in our spiritual battle: Jesus death and resurrection were his D-Day; those events of Easter marked the decisive battle that guaranteed his eventual victory. 
This is celebrated in many of our songs and hymns: “He is Lord, he is risen from the dead and he is Lord; every knee shall bow, every tongue confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord.”
That final victory of Jesus will take place when he returns. 

2. This victory of the Lord Jesus over Satan meant that Jesus could "free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death."

As I mentioned earlier, not everyone fears death; some talk about it in a light-hearted or frivolous manner. 

Yet those who have thought seriously about life and death are not so blasé. 
The ancient Greek philosopher, Epicurus, said that death is the most terrifying of all ills.
The French political philosopher, Rousseau, wrote; "He who pretends to look on death without fear, lies. All men are afraid of dying."
And the German philosopher Heidegger, described man as a “being-towards-death…as soon as a human being is alive he is old enough to die.”

These philosophers are right; death is the one great inescapable fact. We can try to slow down the process, hide the wrinkles, keep our mind and body active; but eventually each one of us will die. 

Engraved on a tombstone in a cemetery in central Dunedin near the Botanical Gardens is this little poem;
“Stop, traveller, stop, Ere you go by;
As you are now, So once was I;
As I am now, so you must be,
Prepare yourself to follow me.”

That is a necessary warning. You do need to prepare yourself because beyond death lies eternity. You will live on forever and you will do that in heaven or in hell. You will either enjoy the eternal blessing of God or you will suffer the eternal punishment of God. It is the latter that prompts the fear of death. The sting of death is sin; and sin condemns the unbeliever to the punishment of hell.

But the believer has been set free from this slavery to the fear of death. Someone has said; Satan may chase the Christian to the gates of death but he cannot pursue him through those. 

The fear of death has gone because Jesus is “our Lord”. The Catechism gives beautiful expression to what this means; “not with gold or silver, but with his precious blood – he has set us free from sin and the tyranny of the devil, and has bought us, body and soul, to be his very own.” (HC Q 34)

He was punished so we can be pardoned; 
he was condemned so that we can be justified. 

Many people fear something – spiders, insects, open spaces, closed spaces, heights, and death.

The Christian does not fear death. Yes, it will always hold pain. There will always be grief when a loved one dies. It will always be the last enemy. But a Christian faces death with faith rather than fear, hope instead of despair.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon said; “The best moment of a Christian’s life is his last one, because it is the one which is nearest heaven; and then it is that he begins to strike the keynote of the song which he shall sing to all eternity. O! What a song that will be!”

In terms of age some of you are getting near to heaven. Yet if you believe in the Lord Jesus you can face death with confidence. You can look forward to heaven because you will go home to be with Christ!

Do all of you have this confidence?
Has each one of you here repented of your sin?
Have you put your faith in Jesus?
Do you believe that Jesus has died on the cross for your sin?
Do you believe that by His death he destroyed him who holds the power of death, that is, the devil?
Are you confident that when you die you will go to be with the Lord Jesus in heaven?
Is your confidence well founded in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as the only ground for your salvation?

Amen 

